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Ps ar. lxxxv+8. 
Let them not turn again 40 Folly. 


FW glHATSOEVER Diſpute there 
Fer. may be concerning the particular 
L Deſign of the Words, yet as they 
AE run in general Terms, they ſup- 

ply us with an Excellent Admo- 
nition againſt the Beginning and Repetition 
of every thing that is a Denial to our Wel- 
fare. Tis our great Happineſs, that in the 
publick Situation of Affairs, none have a juſt 
Reaſon to be acceſſory to the leaſt Abuſe as 
may deſerve the Name of Folly, to ſtand in 
Need of a Check : When the reſtleſs Faction 
is now ſeen to have run it ſelf out of Breath, 
and cannot but juſtly bluſh to think of rut- 
fling and ſullying the ſmooth and untarniſh'd 
Meaſures of the illuſtrious Wiſdom and 
Temper which ſhines from the Throne, in- 
ſtead of ſcrutinizing the Preſent Diſpoſition 
of ſuch Faction, where now ſilent and re- 
tired, it may be thought more agreeable to 
the preſent Seafon to turn our Thoughts up- 
on the paſt Degrees of Offence and Danger 
which it has been continually promoting: 


A 2 


\ 


* 


— 
2 x — * 
— = <> 

» 


—— 


1 

76 
4 
: 

. 

: + 
1 
e 
0 

j 

1 

= = 
x 

z G 
1. 

„ 

0 'T | 

0 * g 

# 

"57 
s 

1 
bk 
"$1 
1 
1 
A 
11-308 0 
— 
WN 
iT 

1 

0 
* 

75 
41 
4 . 
1 
= 
* 
«4 [1 
4 
N 


l ” » ow * 
* b r — * 2 4 
r 
2 CORE „ 0 
* * > right $4 
1 8 
; 4 So kad 


4 ©.4 4 "1 * % ' . 4 
& + d { * F , x 
* 1 | 
\ 7 4 F * - * 9 « 
= S . - bo * S 22 N , F - 
424% 1 4 = ; . 1 p : 
* . 7 — x 
1 * =» ” 
AE LY - 
7”. . 


'A View whereof, as it may revive in us ſome 
new Springs of Thankfulneſs and Joy, in 
looking back upon the threatning Storms 
which we have often eſcaped, ſo may give us 
ſome promiſing Hopes that none can be fo 
inconceivably infatuated, as ever to aim at 
the Return thereof : Since its common Spe- 
cies has been ſo rank and prolific a Weed, 
that the leaſt Fibre left behind has been 
ready to take Root and ſpread, ſurely no 
hearty Friend of our Nation can reckon it 
inexpedient to wiſh for the moſt perfect Cure. 
I ſhall therefore humbly take the Freedom 
to examine the ſtartling Folly in any Endea- 
vours or Detires for the Advance of a Papal 
Power, and in miſprizing and miſimproving 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, together with a 
Line or two of ſome ſuitable Inference and 
Remedy. Now, ſuch Folly has appear'd in 
a Defect of Memory and Reflection, of Fore- 
thought and Reaſon, of Probity and Piety, 
of Natural Affection and '] emper. 


I. To conſider a Defect of Memory and 
Rejtttion, and that both with Reſpect to the 
Papal Exactions and Cruelties, and our pain- 
tul and ſucceſsful Struggles in the Removal 
thereof; not to name other Articles too evi- 
dently miſremembred, which will more a- 
grecably fall under ſome other enſuing Ob- 
ſervations. 

- Who can imagine that thoſe who were 
unwilling to ſtifle the Remembrance of the 
Exattions from Rome, could have 2585 
tne 


e Y 
the leaſt Notion of ſetting under its Yoke : 
The numberleſs Inſtances which have fell fo 


hard upon its own Diſciples, where duly re- 
collected, might ſuffice to create an univerſal 


Deteſtation: Such even as their neareſt 


Friends are gall'd with in the very Patri- 
mony of the Church; where no leſs than a 
Prelate of our Church, in his late Travels, 
has repreſented how ancu/ltivated and dif- 
peopled *, thro” the Rigour of the Government, 
the Countrey is, tho' in a $9/ which Nature 


had made one of the Richeſt of the World *, 


that it had neither Inhabitants nor Cattle 
upon it to the tenth Part of what it could 
bear, it being not wirth the while to manure 
where the greateſt Advantage goes to the 
Pepe ©, &c. where, according to the ſame 
Author *, there is really no Trade, and the 
Land is worth nothing, and the Eſtates of 
the Nobility were all (old; and even their 
Bread-Corn, which in other States, amidſt 
the greateſt Impeſitions, the Rulers ſcorn 70 
put a Tax upon, being the common Neuriſh- 
ment of the moſt Indigent *, here their gri- 
ping Lord receives above half the Value of *; 

and 


— 


1— 


2 Burnet's Travels thro Italy, &c. Edit. 2. Letter 
4". p. 181. Appendix to the Letters, p. $07, 312. 

o Ib. Zett. 15 in the Supplement, p. 4. 

© Ib. Appendix, p. 313. * i &. 314. 

* Travels, Lett. q*Þ, p. 181. 
„ * © The Popes buy in A the Corn of the Patrimony, 
Sc. at five Crowns their Meaſure ; in ſelling this out, the 
a Meaſure is leſſened a fifth part, and the Price of the 
: whole is above doubled, it being ſold out at twelve 

Crowns,” Oc. Ib, Lett. 15. p. 7. Lett. 4 0. p. 182. 
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and as is elſewhere related *, the ancient 
Cities which were heretofore the Glory of 
Italy, are hardly any thing elſe but Heaps of 
Rubbiſh, thro the inſatiable Avarice of the 
Popes : Next to theſe the Extortions, which 


are obſervable in the Neopo/itan Country, 


where the Tribe of Rome are ſaid to be al 
ready paſſeſſed of more than half the Land, 
beſides the vaſt Profits they make under Pre— 
tence of Service to the Church ©. I need not 
remention the like Account of the other 
Papal Countries already publiſhed *, which 
cannot but be excluded from the Influence 
of a ſound Remembrance, where unattended 
with the deſired Antipathy againſt the Pre- 
tences of Papal Blood : particularly ſuch as 
our Nation groan'd under before we ſhook 
off the Power of Rome; where, at Times, 
according to Matt. Paris*, Rome carried 
away as much of our Subſtance as it left 
behind; and its Prey, as Benner could con- 
feſs f, did amount to as much as the Rece- 


nues of the Crorun, or as another *, it was 
more, 


Frauds of the Romiſh Prieſt, V. 1. Letter 2d. p. 84. 
Aſadneſs of Diſaſfect. agoinſt rhe preſent Government, 
Mie. 2. 5. 11. 

b Which within three or four hundred Years © abounded 
with People and Riches”. Ghicciard. Hiſt, J. 1. b. 1. 

6 © For their Males, Buildings, Burials, Indulgences,” 
Se. Burn. Travels, Lett. Append. p. 315. 

d Madneſs of Diſaffect. p. 12, — 24. 

e Hiſt. An. 1241. Non remanſit in Anglia tantiin 
Pecime, quantum e Regne jam Fintorſerat Anglico. 

r Steph. Gardiner, 42 Vera Obentent. in Præfat. 

s Review of the Council of Irent, by G. J. Lib. 2. 


c. 2. P. 23. 
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more, yea five times as much, as is related by 
Fox *, as all the King s Taxes; and in general, 


the Pope's Creatures had engroſſed ul half 


of the Kinzdom® ; where both Patrons and 


Clergy were very often obliged to recede 


from their Right, to let in a Nurſery from 
Rome into their chiefeft Benefices ©; and the 
molt heavy Subſidies were payable from the 
Clergy to their compaſſionate Father, ſuch 
as not only the firſt Zear's Fruits *, by which 
Article only, not to mention others, Eigbt 
hundred thouſand Ducats were carry'd cut 
of Enzland from the Reign of Henry the 
VII. to the 23. of Henry the VIII. but alſo 
the tenth *, the b, yea the third, and 
even Hal, of their Livings, beſides large 
and frequent Fees and Annuities *. 

What Proteſtant Breaſt would not have 
been ever fill'd with an immoveable Aver- 
ſion towards every thing that may make for 
the leaſt Chance of a Papal Rule, wherein 
the Impreſſions of the moſt unexampled 


Cruct- 


2 AF. © Monnm. V. 1. 

b Ib. Henry. VIII. 

© Rapin Extr. of Rymer. Fed. Vol. I. F. 152, $22. 
Vol. II. 5. 37. Fuller's Church Hiſtory, L. 4. p. 138. 
J. 1). P. 115. F. 25. P. 147. J. 43. Baker's Chronic. 
Edit. ). p. 81. Echard's Hiſt. of Engl. Vol. I. J. 2. 
p. 280, 285. 

d Full. Ch. Hiſt. L. 5. Sect. 2. F. 37. 

Echard's Hiſt. Vol. I. T. 3. c. 1. P. 671. 

Napin. Vol. I. p. 33. | 

s Matt. Par. Hiſt. Az. 1240. 

H => An. 1246. 

: Morney's Hiſt. of Papacy, Progreſs 65. þ. 6:5 
Baker's Chron. p. 279. Fuller 1b. * 97. 4 ; 
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Cruelties towards our Brethren are not alſo 
entirely worn out ; if ſuch did not forget what 
an horrible Scene the Remanzſts have long 
acted, according to numerous Records of 
undiſputed Authority, by their Courts and 
Decrees, their Inquiſitions, Priſons and Gal- 
lies; by Fire and Sword; by Halter and 
Gibbet; by the Wheel and the Ax, the 
Fork, the Spit and the Gridiron ; by Saws 
and Chiſels; by Bodkins, Pincers, and Frying- 
Pans; by ſhooting and drowning; by fleaing 
and maiming ; by ſmothering and ſtarving ; 
by tearing out of Bowels, breaking and dif- 
jointing of Limbs; by tolling to Dogs and 
Swine ; by dragging upon Flints and High- 
ways, or thro' Briars and Bogs; by caſting 
into Mines and Sinks, into Caves full of 
Vermine, or ſtuck with Spikes; by throwing 
down from Windows, Rocks, and high 
Towers; by hanging whole Bodies, Limbs 
and Quarters, upon Spears, Poles, and Ten— 
ter-hooks, upon Hedges, Trees, and Wind- 
mil Sails; by raving and worrying ; by 
defaming, defrauding, fining, plundering and 
baniſhing ; by extending the Application of 
ſome or more of theſe ſo far and wide, that 
there is not a Nation in Europe, wherein 
this inhuman Race, upon their having any 
Footing, whilſt unreſtrain'd from more pow- 


erful Hands, tho' without the leaſt Provoca- 
tion 


a See a particular Account, in Madneſs of Diſaffett. 
Edit, 2. f. 25 — 55, 


ar 
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tion beſides the pretended Hereſy *, have 
not long and often been diſplaying the 
blackeſt Colours hereof in the Extirpation 
of the Proteſtants; as appears in the Liſts 
of the Naldenſian Sufferers, which were own'd 
to conſiſt of innumerable Myriads *; and of 
thoſe in Hain and the Low-Countries, which 
fell not ſhort of two hundred Thouſand < ; 
and in the Pariſian Maſſacre, by which, 
without the leaſt Warning, ſeveral Thou- 
ſand were cut to Pieces in one Night's 
Time *, &c. Likewiſe in the Barbarities 
during the late French King's Reign *, under 
which fell an unconceivable Number, beſides 
an hundred Thouſand which fled from their 
Countrey ; as alſo in Savvy *; in Taly ©; in 
Fermany in gencral *, particularly in Be- 

He- 


— 


2 The Confeflion of Cardinal Allein, „tis clear that 
* what People and Perſons ſoever be declared to be oppo- 
„ fite to God's Church, with what Obligations ſoever, 
either of Kindred, Friendſhip, or Loyalty, I be bound 
« unto them, I mult take up Arms againit them, &c. 
and them we mult take for Hereticks which our lawful 
* Popes adjudg'd to be ſo.” Aimonit. to Noi and 
Clergy, p. 41. 

d Uſler. Chriſtian, Eccleſiaſt. in Occideutis partis. 
Hiſtor. c. 10. Bray's Pap. Perſecut. Pret. p. 2. 

© Pop. againſt Chriſtianity, Introduct. 9. 24. 

* Thuan. Hiſt. L. 53. The Number who were then 
* flain in cold Blood on Zarrboloiwere-Day; and ſince 
* within theſe three Months, were about an hundred Thou= 
* ſand.” Moulin's 1724ica{ion of Proteſtants, C. 2. 

* Quick's Sy2odic. Introduct. Sect. 22, 29, 39, Cc. 

f Moorland's Hiſt. of rhe Perfect. i, Piedmont, Cc. 

s Clark's Mart. c. 28. 

b. c. 72. 
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hemia and the Palatinate v; in Hungary ©; 
— . 4 * a - 

in Venice ©; in the County of Poland *, and 
the City of Thorn *; as well as in Jreland *. 
and in our own Countrey before the Refor- 
mation, and ſince under the two Popiſh 
Reigns ®; beſides the ſeveral unnatural Con- 
ſpiracies at other Times i; all too well 
known, if as well remembred, to need a 
Rehearſal. 

Who again that had not razed out of their 
Memory our painful and ſucceſsful Struggles * 
in getting clear from ſuch Hands, could have 
admitted a ſingle Thought for their Return: 
had ſuch heartily review'd what a Work of 
Ages it has been to compleat our Liberty 
therefrom, how many Fleets and Armies 
have been employ d, how great has been 
the Expence of our Blood and "Treaſure, 
what long ſtriving for ſuitable Fences and 
Laws, how many Heads and Hearts have 
ached leaſt we ſhould have been a Prey to 
their Teeth, with what Impaticnce we have 
often waited for ſome proſperous Gale to 

bring 

+ Hiſt. of Boheme. Perſecut. from Au. 894, to 1632. 

b Noted in the late publick Papers. | 

Narrative of the States of the Proteſtants in Hungar. 
Printed An. 1677. 

d Clark's Mart. c. 28. 

* Ibid, Edit. 3. p. 329. 

Letter of Fritanunic. in Lond. ouru. March 13. 
3724-5. N. 294. 

Lord Orrery's Anuſever to Welſh, p. 29. E. of Cla- 
rendon's 7lift. of the Rebell. in Ireland. 

h 7Magnefs of Dif. Edit. 2. P. 54, &c. 

| [bid, 7. 60 — 71. 

* Ibid. 7. 55, &c. 
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bring us Tidings of a finiſhing Stroke againſt 
the Papal Detigns, and could theſe have 
been for building, as in the Scripture Phraſe*, 
what we have been thus taking ſuch Pains 
to deſtroy? Or had ſuch often traced the 
ſeveral viſible * Marks of a continued Chain 
of Miracles concurring with our Endeavours 
for our Security, and blowing up their nu- 
merous Stratagems form'd againſt us, too 
long to be here enumerated, what little 
little Heart could they have had againſt the 
outſtretched Arm of the Almighty, to have 
reliſh'd any Meaſures in their Behalf 2 

If ſuch will yet outface the World with 
Pretences of the moſt exact Remembrance 
of theſe ſeveral Lines, tis evident, that as 
clearly ſoever as they may have been writ- 
ten in their Memory, they have been fo 
far cover'd with the Ruſt of Prejudice aad 
zigottry as to have loſt their Uſe, or have 
with the Scraps of antiquated Volumes 
been thruſt behind their Memory, as un- 
worthy of their View. 

Or if, notwithſtanding their pretended 
Remembrance, they have palliated their 
Fear with Regard thereto, tis impolliblu 
but there muſt have been 


II. A Defett of Forethought aud Reajon ; 
ſuch as is diſcoverable in their Hopes on the 
Side of a Popiſh Line, from ſome encou- 

3 raging 


nn ä 8 
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. i 
D Nadvx. of Dif. Edit. 2. 5. 58 — 72. 


( 12 ) 
raging Promiſe, Education, and Temper; 
and on their own Side, by Virtue of their 
Merit, or by the Uſe of Perſwaſion or 
Compulſion; and from their Hopes of the 
Divine Influence in blefling their Wiſhes for 
the Succeſs thereof. 

We may caſily perceive what weak and 
unpenetrating Mortals fuch muſt be, who 
could lean on the moſt flouriſhing Aſſurances 
* of Popery, if ſuch they could have at- 
taind, where there has been in Fact, in 
thoſe few Inſtances which have been grant- 
ed, the moſt ample Teſtimonies of a Vio- 
lation, and there is an abſolute Neceſſity, 
according to its known Principles, inceſ— 
ſantly ſtill to violate: When ſuch cannot 
be inſenſible, how the Sacoyards were de— 


ceived ®, notwithſtanding the repeated Co- 


venants in their Behalf; or how truc the 
late Sovercign of France was to his People, 
who fulfill'd His Royal Word only ſo far 
as He ſaw needful ©; or how well the Peo- 
ple of the ſame Nation were formerly pro- 
tected under Charles the IX. when he or- 
der'd the fatal Maſlacre, after he had paſs'd 
His Word and Promiſe for their Safety“; 
or what Tryal our Nation has had of the 
Fidelity of its two Popiſh © Princes, &c. Or 

what 


„ * 


bid. 5. 120 — 137. 

Clark's Aartvr. e. 43. 5p. 294. 

Quick's Syed.c. Introduct. Sec. 28. p. 123. 
Foulis Aiſt. of Pop. LTreaſous. Ed. 2. J. 7. c. 2. p. 324. 
Fuller's Church Hiſt. L. 8. Sect. 1. F. 6. Fox 


Son. Ed. g. Pp. 1407. Vedull. Hiſt. Anglic. Ed. 5. P. 481. 
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what Se-urity there could be, where are 
allow'd the moſt enſnaring Equivocations, 
ſuch as a ſecret Reſerve under the ſtrongeſt 
Oath of an Intention neither to ſwear * nor 
to perform®*, as ſufficient to abrogate the 
Obligation; and when there ſtill continue 
uncancell'd the Decrees both of Councels 
and Popes prohibiting a Performance; where 
it is reſolvd, according to one of their 
Councels ©, that no Faith is to be kept with 
Hereticks ; and according to others, and 
the common Doctrine of their Church *, 
that all may be abſoleed from the moſt 
ſolemn Engagements for the Deſtruction of 
Hereticks; by one of the Popes ', that 10 


* 


2 


Gregor. Sayr. T heſf. Conf. Caf. L. 5. c. 9. N. 2. 
d Sylveſt. Zr am. 4. N. 19. 
Burner's Hiſ?. of Reform. Par. 2. p. 140. 

d Council. Tom. 13. 

Jure ipſo privatos eſſe Hæreticos 072774 debito fide 
litatis & obſequii quo illis quicunque tenebantur Aſtricti, 
Simanch. Iuſtitut. Catholic. c. 47. N. 27. Abſolutos fe 
Noverint a debito fidelitatis, quicunque lapſis in Hæ 
reſim, aliquo pacto quacuuque firmitate valiato, tene- 
bantur obſtricti; Decrezal. L. 5. Tit. 7. c. 16. Ai 
* who are bound to Hereticks by au Obligation of Oath, 
* or Fealty, or Service, or by other Engagement or 
* Promiſe, are freed therefrom.” De Heretic. cap. ult. 
Eſpecially the Pope aſſuming a Power © of diſpenſing 
* with the u /0/c;/272 Oath, tho rhe blefſed Sacrament be 
given 2072 ie.” Bp. Herbert's Legacy, An. 1679. P. 12. 
* Tho” an Oath be contrived with ſo many Circum- 
* ſtances, that it could not be broke with a ſafe Con- 
* ſcience by a2y Authority whatſoever, yet it the Pope 
„took upon him to diſſolve its Obligation, All its Ties 
* avail'd nothing“; Pacenius apud Crackenthorp. De- 


La) 


ferl. Eccdeſ. Auglic. C071. Fpalat. Go 83. H. 623. 


f P. Eugenius, Baron. Hiſt. An. 1444. F. 10. 5. 907. 
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Covenants made with the Enemies of the 
Chriſtian Faith are Valid; by another *, 
that 2 ſuch Covenants are cid, tho" con- 
firm'd with an Oath; by another, that 
all ſuch are raſh, unlawful and void; by 
another ©, that he is guilty of a mortal Sin 
that keeps his Faith with Hereticks ; by 
another *, that Hereticks can have no Title 
to their Fidelity; and even in their Canon 
Law, no Oaths can be binding which are 
| & againſt the Benefit of the Church: With 
what excellent Judgment muſt ſuch have 
took'd forward, to have form'd an Expecta- 
tion of a ſuitable Return of their Faith, 
againſt ſuch known Obſtacles thereof; eſ- 
pecially where, thro' the moſt rigid and 
undiſguiſed Principles, there has not been 
the /caſt Shadow of a Promiſe for their Se— 
curity, not even in the moſt trying Pinch *, 
for the Excrciſe of ſuch Hope: And where, 
as there could not be the leaſt Intention 
or Will, fo neither the leaſt Ability or Op— 
portunity, to fulfil their Hope; ſince * if 
they 


— 88 


tis IV. 2/7. Rom. FT. 1. p. 182. 5. 3. 

» P. Urban VI. Crackenthorp. Defenſ. c. 83. p. 626. 

e P. Mart. V. Shondan. An. 1422. F. 1. F. 780. 

à Gregor. IX. Decret. L. 5. de Herer. cap. ult. 

e Decretal, L. 2. Tit. 24. c. 27. 

f Neither upon the Pretender's Appearance in Fcot- 
sand, when he openly attended Maſs (Lord Chancellor's 
Speech at the Tryal of the Rebels 1716); nor in his 
Decinrotiog publiſhed at the laſt Conſpiracy (Lond. 
Fourn. Letter 45h. Britan. Dec. 15, 1722. N. 177. Main. 
fp. 135, &c.) 

4 AI of Dif. Pe. 94. — 99. 


( 15 ) 
they had not the dimmeſt Faculty in fore- 
diſcerning the moſt natural Face of Cir- 
cumſtances, they might have been very ſure 
2 few outlaw'd Deſperadoes could never be 
a Match for our noble Eſtabliſhment at 
Home, and our great Alliances abroad, a- 
gainſt an uninterrupted Manifeſtation of Pro- 
vidence in our Behalf ; or ſhould they have 
been permitted in Judgment to have in- 
kindled a Flame, and to have held up a- 
againſt the longeſt Diſpute, they muſt have 
expected nothing elſe than at laſt to fit 
down with the utmoſt Bluſhing and Confu- 
ſion, as in beholding the national Deſola- 
tions which they would have then been the 
Inſtruments of, ſo in being themſelves ſtripp'd 
bare of the moſt certain Bleſſings which 
were enjoyable under a Proteſtant Power, 
and in ſeeing their Popiſh Darling as diſtant 
as ever from a Capacity of favouring them 
with the leaſt Recompence in the Lieu 
thereof, --—— — — = 
As ſoft and ſhallow muſt thoſe have 
been, who would have drefs'd up an Idea of 
a diſtinft Education in the Papal Progeny 
to have attracted their Wiſhes; ſuch as 
with the Simple believe every idle Nord- 
which any Dreamer may ſuggeſt, when 
there has not been the leaſt Pretence to 
ſupport it, notwithſtanding ſome idle Inter- 
pretations which were at firſt ſtarted, the 
Occaſion of fome noted Difference being 
uni- 
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* Prov, XIV. 5. 
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| univerſally placed upon another Foot; and 


it would have been uſeleſs in gaining the 
leaſt Title to a Poſleſhon which is veſted in 
the preſent Royal Family as long as there 


remains a Proteſtant Branch: Or ſhould. 


ever the Papal Scheme be gilded over with 
ſuch a Cover as to delude a few credulous 
and darkſighted, how cafily may thoſe, who 
are unwilling to wink hard, ſpy a Sting of 
Popery at the Bottom, that ſuch a Device, 
under the Tuition and Boſom of Rome, muſt 
have been as ſpurious in the one, as the 
Birth * in the other : and who of the leaſt 
common Senſe would have exchanged the 
happy Baſis of our preſent Settlement for a 
Cloud of Suſpicions under the darkeſt Hands, 
under which Mens Lives ” would hang in 
doubt about them, and they ſhould fear 
Night and Day, and they could have 10 
Q urauce of their Life. 
As great mult be the N 

of their Thought who could alſo dream of 
their being any poſſible Temper © to make 
amends for Principle: where nothing is 
more common than the moſt canker'd Ma- 
lice ſitting under a treacherous Smile: and 
much more, where the ſtiffeſt Bigottry for 
the Holy Church, and a Flaming Reſent— 
ment for being ſo long rejected, muſt have 
given the, keeneſt Edge to the moſt _ 
ul 


— 


2 Burnet's Hiſt. of His own Times, p. 752. 
d Deut. XX VII. 66. 
* Madneſs of Dif. p. 137 — 147. 
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ful Wiſhes : where with all the Varicty of 


Tempers, Every Papal Governour, both ſu- 
reme and ſubordinate, purſuant to the ſe- 

veral Injunctions * of their Church, tale an 
Oath to uſe the utmoſt of their Power to 
root out Hereticks; and that no Dictates of 
Humanity may get the upper Hand, there 
have been always Zealots enough to remind 
them of their Oath, and to ſpur them on 
to the fulleſt Execution : And it is no Se- 
cret how thick their Anathema's © have fled 
upon the leaſt Chill of Reſpe& towards the 
Holy Father, in having depoſed © no leſs 
than thirty Kings and Princes *, to enſure 
the Succeſſion of others more to his Ser- 
vice: Yet amidſt all theſe, there is not, 
as tis obſerved, one Inſtance wherein the 
the Proteſtants have not felt the fatal Ef- 
fects of a Popiſh Reign; and gone of their 
Princes have loſt the Daſian ef deſtroying 
Hereticks, tho Prudence has ſometimes ob- 
ſiged them for a while to ſuſpend it. Who 
then of our Brethren, that are not blind to 
ſuch inevitable Diſtreſs, would have ever 
thrown themſelves into Papal Arms whilſt 
the World ſtands, to be at the Mercy of 
C ſuch 


1 


Madu. of Dif. p. 139, &c. | 

d Hullar. Rom. T. 1. P. 453, 173, &c. Concil. T. 2. 
P. 423, 605. 

& Maan. of oP 139 — 141. 

à Foulis Hiſt. of Pop. I reaſons, L. 2. 

e Bzov. de Pontif. c. 46. Pp. 611. 3 

f Bp. Fleetwood's T hankſyioing Serin. 1716. Ala ii. 
of Diſc p. 142 — 147. 

s Policy of the Clzrgy of France, p. 13. 
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ſuch Tempers, which we may as well ex- 
pect to grow mild and compaſhonate towards 
them, as the Beaſts of Prey take delight in 
protecting the Objects of their Thirſt and 
Rage: and to rely on the Nature of ſuch, 
can only produce the like Return as the 


$rians found at 4phek *, who were cruſh'd 
under the Mall which they ſought for Shelter. 
As ſhort muſt be their Judgment in paint- 
ing out to themſelves a Ballance on their 
own Side againſt ſuch Danger: Particularly 
by caſting their Merits into the Scale; when, 
be they never ſo great, they could not have 
exceeded the unrewarded Zeal of the Pro- 
teſtants in France under their late King, or 
of our Sul Men under Queen Marys, 
nor the ſeveral engaging Services of others 
in former Ages, who have been obliged to 
ſtand by, to ſec Foreigners and more inti- 
mate Acquaintance take place before them?, 
and as there is a pretended Score of the 
longeſt Standing hitherto undefray'd, and a 
numerous Body of their Church laying in 
their Claims, who have long gaped after, 
and often wager d for every known Eſtate 
and Office in the Nation worth receiving, 
what a narrow Scantling could be reſerved 
for theſe? and how little can all their 
Merit atone for their unpardonable Herely ; 
where, tho their neceſſary Aſſiſtance may gain 
the 


— 


4 1 King. XX. 
Þ Modi. of Dil? an III — 115. 
© Ibid, . 93, XC. 
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the Privilege of ſtanding a while a little 
higher from their approaching Fury, they 


can look for no other Fate than that of 


ſhipwracked Men ſtanding upon a Rock, 
where the Tide firſt drowns thoſe that are 
neareſt the Water, but as it riſes it ſweeps 
away all at laſt, ——-———— —_— 
—— Ihe like may be obſerved of the 
retended Capacity on their Side to have 

perſuaded ſuch to ſome agreeable Herms: 
For who dares * to diſpute with Infallibi- 
lity, an Offence that is pronounced S$2cri- 
leg, High Treaſon ©, and no leſs than the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ©: or who can 
ſoiten an Accuſation where no Scrutiny * 
nor Evidence is allowed *: or who could 
argue them out of their inveterate Enmity 
to Hereticks, which is ſo interwoven into 
the Eſſence of their Religion, that one 
may as well think to perſwade the Fire 
not to burn, or the moſt rapid River to 
ſtop its Courſe : Or what Ability can there 
be to confute where an Authority is afſ- 
ſumed above the Greateſt Potentate in Hea-— 
ven and Earth *, above all the Morld, 
C2 above 


a aan. p. 117 — 128. 
Diſtiuct. 40. Non nos in Gloſſa. 
Walden de Eccleſ. Doftrin. T. 1. J. 2. c. 46. 
Concil. T. 1. in Purgat. Sixti. 
Ibid. T. 2. p. 494, 689. 
„l. 
Bzov. de Pontif. Ro. c. 6. p. 55. 

n Bull, P. Pii IV. e Profef. Fidei. Bzov. de Pon- 
tif. Rom. c. 6. P. 56. 
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above Lat, above God's Mord; where. 


Scripture © and Reaſon * muſt ſtoop to Ca- 
nons and Decrees, and the Nature of Truth 
and Error, of Virtue and Vice, is deter- 
minable only by their Church; and tho 
the Aſſaults of Luther, and the firſt Refor- 
mers, had under God ſo awakened the 
ſincere Populace, that as a late Biſhop has 
mentioned, in 40 Tears Time, Popery from 
beins the prevailing Religion was reduced 
to an handful; yet ſince, thro' their dark 
Evaſions, how viſible it is that Here has 
been little Progreſs made in a further Re- 
formation, and none amongſt the leading 
and deſigning Part. — — 
Of the ſame Complexion are the 

No- 


2 Puarcnd, de Sacr. Eccleſ. Miniſt. L. 3. c. 2. 

b Claud's Defuce of Reformat. Par. 2. P. 146. 

* Fck. E:chiris, ae Eccleſ. Prop. z. 

Rad. Crir. N. 16. 5. 12. 

Zabarel de Sciſmr. Pontif. inter Scriptor. Germanic. 
p-. 7 7. Bellarm. de Pontif. Rom. L. 4. c. 5. 
Baurnet's Paſtoral Care, p. 202. 
IThoſe amongit them who did formerly © diſlike 
their Abuſes, yet knew not how to part with them, 
iearing that the making ſome Changes might draw 
on others after them —; It was upon this Maxim, 
that Il the Reſolutions of Pope Adrian VI. for the 
Reformation of diverſe Abuſes, were withſtood by 
others, who ſaid if ſome Corruptions were once acknow- 
19d and amended, that would give Credit to the 
Complaints which the Hereticks have made, and be 
a publick Confeſſion that the Church had erred — ; 

thele Politicks prevailed at Rome, that inſtead of re- 
* moving Abuies, ALL were juſtify'd and maintain'd.” 
Burnet's Hiſeor. of the Rights of Princes, &c. Pref. 
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Notions of being able to have compell'd ſuch, 
if they could not perſuade them : As ſhould 
they think of tiring out their Fury, by 
concealing and conveying their Concerns 
out of their Cogniſance and Reach, or in 
skreening themſelves by frequent Retire- 
ments; not conſidering that every parti- 
cular Settlement * is by them made void, 
and every ſuſpected Perſon is ſworn to diſ- 
cover them, and none have dared, under 
Pain of being as ſeverely treated as the 
greateſt Hereticks, to ſhelter and favour 
them?: Or ſhould they have lean'd on 
Parliamentary Security to have tied their 
Papal Hands, how have ſuch been broken 
through * 2 and how invalid would have 
been its Heretical Statutes *2 or what Shifts 
uſed to procure Senators to their Will 2 
And when a Law for deſtroying Hereticks 
has been long left unrepealed in better 
Times, ſuch as the Statute de Heretico 
comburendo *, which continued for above 
two hundred Years, till towards the latter 
End of the laſt Century, what would have 
been enacted in the Vorſt Times under ſuch 
mercileſs Hands? Or ſhould they _ for 

ome 


* Man. of Dif. p. 108, Cc. 

b Clement IV. Conſtit. 13. Leg. 24. Innocent. IV. 
Conſtit. c. 25, 30. Concil. T. 1. p. 174. T. 2. f. 428, 694. 

& Maan. of Dif. p. 104 — 107. 

à Ibid. 2. 101, &c. 

* Bull. Rom. T. 1. Pp. 175. Concil. T. 2. P. 609. 

f Rain Extr. from Rymer Fæder. Vol. 2. p. 104. 

Letter in Lond. Journ. Jan. 13. 1728. N. 441. 
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ſome comfortable Sanctuary under the 
Sword's Aſſiſtance , who may not admire 
their great Depth, when as by the like 
Help they muſt have drove through Millions 
of Hazards in paving the leaſt Room for 
ſuch a deteſtable Reign, ſo would have at 
laſt becn forc'd to have fled to the ſame Me- 
thods to get rid thereof ; when there would 
be the utmoſt Obſtacles * againſt a raw 
and defenceleſs Number at Home, and it 
had been a thouſand to one whether if our 
Nation, the great Stay of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt *, had been thrown back into Popiſh 
Hands, there would be another Mira- 
cle from abroad for a Reſtorer of their 
then dying Liberties; that ſhould theſe 
have ever flatter d themſelves at the Ex- 
pence of ſuch Tryals for they know not 
what, when they might without any of 
them have thro' God's Mercy all that Heart 
could wiſh from the pacifick and endearing 
Steps of the preſent Royal Family, what a 
wiſe Forecaſt muſt here be? 

The like Penetration would have ap- 
pear d in entertaining ſo much as a ſingle 
Hope of the Divine Favour, to facilitate 
their good Wiſhes towards the Papal Line : 
Since how can it be poſſibly conſiſtent with 
God's Will, that becauſe Government in 
general is ſaid * to be his Ordinance, as being 

de- 


— 


* Maan. of Diſ. p. 94 — 98. 
b Ibid. 5. 150. i © Ibid, 5. 152, &c. 
* Rom. XIII. 1. 
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deſign'd for good, that therefore the moſt 


deſtructive Abuſes of the particular humane 


Modes of Government, in the general Sub- 


verlion of our Properties, (which the Ro- 
maniſts have been ſo noted for) may plead 
upon the ſame Score an irreliſtible Appoint- 
ment from the Almighty ; any more than 
common Murder or Robbery, becauſe no 
Life or Poſſeſſion is takep away without an 
over-ruling Providence : Or how could they 
once imagine, that God, who has ordain'd 
Government for the Felicity of Humane 
Society, can diſapprove a National Law 
which excludes the Popiſh Branches, as be- 
ing no better diſpoſed or qualify'd, than 
Perſons under a State of Lunacy, to purſue 
the Welfare of a Proteſtant People, any 
more than there would be Reaſon to con- 
demn a Law that ſets aſide common Idcots 
and Madmen from every Poſſeſſion, as be- 
ing uncapable of applying them to an uſe- 
ful End; eſpecially ſince from whatſoever 
Spring the Madneſs ariſes *, the more ex- 

tenſive 


See the moſt Rational Account in Biſhop Hoadly's 
Preſervative againſt the Princifles ans Practices of 
Non-Furors, Edit. 5. P. 21 — 29. 

b « Nation muſt want common Senſe to put a 
“Sword into the Government of his Hands, who they 
© know will be bound in Conſcience to uſe it either to 
the Deſtruction of their Souls or their Bodies. — There 
« is no doubt, but there are natural Incapacities ſufficient 
to exclude — An outrageous Madneſs no Body would 
* truſt, becauſe there is nothing to be expected but Ha- 
* yock and Deſtruction, — Now it a moral Defect will 

pro- 
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tenſive its Effects are, the more Neceſſity of 
a Limitation in the Law for ever to exclude 
them. Likewiſe how unſollicitous the 
Friends of theſe muſt have been for the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, may be ſeen by caſting the 
leaſt Glance upon the next Mark of their 
Folly, 


III. As to a Defett of Probity and 
Picty. if 
As there have been few of ſuch a Stam 
but have wore at leaſt a Magk of Loyalty, 
often * joining in the publick Service for an 
univerſal Proſperity of the Royal Family, 
and recognizing therein, and daily profeſ- 
ſing their rightful Authority, how many Mil. 
lions of Times -may they be charged with 
the rankeſt Hypocriſy, as there have been 
Hours and Moments, wherein their repeated 
Wiſhes have turn'd another Way ; and how 
execrable is every Inſtance of ſuch a falſe 
Part, tho' ſeparated from other Aggrava- 
tions, in the Eyes of God * and Man? 
| And 


produce the ſame evil Conſequences, why ſhould not 


© a Moral Incapacity be eſteemed as ſtrong a Bar as a 
Natural. — It matters not whether 'tis Conſcience or 
% Madneſs which cauſes the Deſtruction, a Nation has 
* ſurely a Right to prevent ſuch Violence, without be- 
* ing troubled to know whether the Diſtemper from 
de which it grows has its Root in the Head or the 
« Heart.” Bp. Sherlock's Thankſgiving Serm. 1716. p. 12. 

* Maan. of Dif. p. 13 — 78. | 

BYTE KM. 2. | Job XXXVI 13. AV. $4. 7 
Tim. IV. 2. 25 

* Charron Je la Sageſſe L. 3. c. 4. N. 6. Mon- 
taigne E/. L. 2. c. 18. Cicer. 4e Office L. 1. 
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And much more as they already ſtand ob- 
liged by as full and binding Oaths as can 
be taken * for the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
tho' they were not at preſent to be 
univerſally renewed *; and yet amidſt the 
greateſt Deteſtation of every outward Vio- 
lation, have ſuffer d their Thoughts to be 
often proling to the Friends of Rome, if he 
that biddeth another God ſpeed, or hopes 
for his Succeſs, is Partaker of his evil 
Deeds ©, what an Heap of Perjury has here 
been within, even as many Turns thereof 
as there have been Contemplations for ſuch 
Hands; an Offence ſo complicated, that 
when upon a ſingle Act of Perjury * there 
is, according to the different Laws of So- 
cieties and Nations, ſo great a Brand of 


Infamy caſt as Excommunication *, Death *; 
D 5 0 


Madn. of Dif. p. 78 — 81. 

b The Oaths that were ſo generally taken in the laſt 
Reign are well known, not only to relate to His late 
Majeity, but to the Security of his Succeſſors. 

e 2 Ep. Joh. ver. 11. a 

4 When he ſwears, and docs not endeavour to per- 
* form th-* hich he ſwears, this e jury, as well 
as when ae atteſts upon Oath that whic 5 talc, Mai- 
monid in Shevnozh, c. 1. Dr. Lighttoot's J/orks, Vol. II. 

148. 

8 Ex communication for eleven Tears, according to 
— Primitive Chriſtians. Yaſil, T. 3. ad Aimphil. p. 31.7 

. 1637. 

f Amongſt the Egyptians, by their Laus, the per- 
“ jured Perſons were condemn'd to ſuffer cit Pu- 
e niſhment, being guilty of two of the greateſt Crimes, 
in violating that Piety which they owed to God, and 
in deſtroying Faith * amongſt Men, the itrongelit 
* Pillar of humane Society: Diodorus Sicul. L. 1. C. 7: 
Amongſt the Scythians, Diod. Sic. L. 2. c. 3. Herod. L. 4 
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or Baniſhment *, Pillory or Impriſonment * : 
how deep has been their Guilt *, where the 
moſt frequent Repetitions, tho' not cogni- 
ſable by Man, appear to the Searcher of 
every Heart ©; which tho' they have not 
drawn down an immediate Execution, in re- 
meving ſuch from poiſoning the Briztih Air 
with their perjured Breath, yet without 
ſincere Repentance mult lay them under the 
Sentence of a Curſe, © entering into the Houſe 
of ſuch, and remaining therein, and conſu- 
ming it with the Timber and Stones theredf, 
and finally exclude them from God's Fa- 
vour *; ſuch as, according to Maimonides *, 
* can't eſcape the Divine Judgment, being 
* more heinous than other Crimes ”: Such 
was the Terror which the Heathen World 
under the weak Impulſes of Nature were 
ſo ſhaken with, where an Oath was once 
violated, that as in the twelve 'Tables of 
Rome, &c '. nothing leſs than Deſtruttion 


from their Gods was expected ; and amongſt 
| the 


s Canutus's Law, Bilſon of $1bjef, p. 202. 

d Our own Statutes, 5. £12. 9. = 14. Elis. 11. 
and 1 Jam. 25, &c. 

© The more ſolemn the Oath, the greater the Aggra— 
vation in every Inſtance of its Violation. Sanderſ. 4: 
Fram. 09g. prælect. ʒta, g. 12. p. 150. 

d I Chron. XXVIII. 9. * Zech. V. 4 

Yer. VII. 9, 16. Ezek. XVII. 15, 16. Exod. XX 
. 1h. Fer. IV. 6. Prov, III. 5, — 
rt, 24 Zech. VIII. 17. 

s Maimon. 4e /urament. c. 12, 


n Cicer. 4e Offic. L. 5. | 
Dii ſunt Perjuriorum Vindices, 72ſt, Hiſt, L. 14. 
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the old Grecians * it was concluded, that 


ſuch Guilt did not fail to terminate in a 
Curſe ; how abandon'd then muſt thoſe Chri- 
ſtians be, who, notwithſtanding the Sentence 
of the cleareſt Revelation, do come ſo far 
behind the deſpiſed Barbarzans, in wilfully 
Multiplying the Violation of their Oaths 
times beyond Number. 

It would be too great a Treſpaſs upon 
your Time to examine how wide ſuch muſt 
have departed from the Chriſtian Faith, 
who by having permitted their Reſpects to 
warp from the preſent Eſtabliſhment towards 
the Papal Race, have given Countenance 


to a Religion, if ſuch it may be call'd, 


the moſt deteſtable that ever was heard of 
ſince the Foundation of the World; the 
Tenets whereof, together with the Meaſures 
in ſupporting them, as appear * from divers 
Hiſtories, Experiences, and Confeſſions, from 
their Bulls and Canons, their Miſſals and 
Breviaries, and their other authorized Wri- 
tings, are ſo flamingly oppolite to the clear- 
eſt Teſtimonies of Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Antiquity ; ſo big with the moſt unparallel 
Uſurpation, Fraud, and Inhumanity ; with 
the blackeſt Idolatry, Superſtition, and In- 
dulgence; with endleſs Inconfiſtencies and 
Abſurdities; that whoever can allow the 
leaſt Caſt of a Wiſh for a People of ſuch a 
Church, it muſt be proclaimed of them, 
D 2 they 
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* Plutarch, ©eſt.q44. Heſiod, ne, V. 40. 
> Madneſs of Dif. p. 153 — 340. 


they know not what Manner of Spirit they 
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To this may be added the other Property, 


IV. A Defeii of their natural Afeftion 
and Temper. 

How common ſoever is the Concern of 
others. for every particular Sufferer, though 
the greateſt Stranger, whoſe Pocket is pick'd, 


- Whoſe Houſe rifled, or whoſe Life is taken 


away, as appears in the frequent Demands 
of Juſtice in the Behalf of ſuch; yet how 


deaf muſt theſe have been, if they could 


have had their Wiſh, to the univerſal and 
unconceivably greater Cries and Calamities 
of all their neareſt Relatives, Neighbours, 
and Fellow-Britons, whoſe Safety could not 
have conſiſted with the Succeſs of their de- 
fired Friends. If according to Demoſthenes ®, 
Every one that lays Snares for another, 
* and doth what he can to ſurprize him, 
* makes War againſt him, tho' no Arrows 
e be flying about”; then as thoſe who 
have lent their good Will for the Papal 
Snares, how ſmooth ſocer may be the 
Words of their Mouth, may be ſaid to have 
Far in their © Hearts, and as ſuch Snares 
had they have ever taken Effect, making 
Popery to ride triumphant thro' Europe, 
mult have entailed unending Miſery upon 

Thou- 
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(29) 
Thouſands and ten Thouſands of Souls, 
which might have been therewith entangled 
both in the preſent and ſucceeding Gene- 
rations; what an Heart of a Barbarian 
muſt thoſe have had, who could have ever 
admitted the leaſt Look or 'Thought tend- 
ing thereto, 

Or were it poſſible, that there could be 
the leaſt Remains of this unnatural and 
diſaffected Generation, whom neither Time, 
the great Phyſician * of ſuch a 'Temper, nor 
the moſt tender Reſpects for their trueſt 
Intereſt, could yet have changed, may it 
not be preſumed they muſt have been as 
great Strangers to the Impreſſions of Sorrow, 
which moſt deeply affected all other his 
Majeſty's Subjects at the Death of our late 
Sovereign of glorious Memory *, a Loſs 
which nothing could have alleviated but 
our Felicity, thro' God's Mercy, under His 
Preſent Majeſty and His Royal Conſort, 

And whereas every gratcful Proteſtant, 
upon ſeeing the Deſire of their Heart in 
our happy Settlement, adorn'd with the 
higheſt Excellencies, and the moſt obliging 
Care for our univerſal Satisfaction, and the 
moſt hopeful Proſpect of its Duration, in 
the noble Diſpoſition and Abilities of the 
ſucceeding Hei, and the ſeveral other moſt 
promiſing Branches of the Royal Family, 
cannot ſufficiently expreſs their —_ 
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2 Charron de la S geſſe, L. 3. c. 4. N. 9. 
b Madan. of Diſaft. p. 81 — 98. 


( 30 ) 
Joy; how do thoſe that look over theſe 
Bleſſings to the other Side of the Water, 
if any ſuch there can be, as Perſons weary 
of their Happineſs, falling under the Re- 
buke in /o2ing their worſt Enemies, and 
hating their beit Friends ; with Sanballat * 
grieve, that we are in the Hands of thoſe 
whoſe Royal Vertues are daily ſtriving 
which ſhould moſt exceed, in ſeeking the 
Welfare of Tjrael. 

So ſuperlative are the Degrees of Infa- 
tuation in the Articles thus mention 'd, that 
it would give them too ſoft a Turn to ſay 
that the largeſt Extent of our old Alpha- 
bet can ſupply us with Characters ſufficient 
to deſcribe them : to ſuppoſe ſuch under 
the Rank of the moſt contemptible Luna- 
ticks. than which, without a new Coin of 


Words yet anknown, nothing may offer it 


ſelf more ciprofive of humane Weakneſs, 
the Title may yer be thought too ſhort 
to apply th-r-to: Since there be thoſe 
under the Shakes of Lunacy can retain 
ſome Remembrance of the Quarter from 
whence their particular Diſtreſs proceeded ; 
but theſe bury 1n Oblivion more publick 
and repeated Circumſtances of Miſchief, 
fuil enough to be riveted in the weak- 
eſt Memory: The firſt can ſee at a 
Diſtance wire there is a Precipice before 
them, and can feel when the Heat of the 
Fire draws nigh, whilſt theſe have been 
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Proof againſt Conviction, unleſs they were 
in the Pit it ſelf, or over Head and Ears 
in the Flames: Thoſe have been ſome- 
times. diſmay d where found tripping and 
quibbling againſt the known Obligations of 
Sincerity, when theſe have appear'd with 
Unconcern under the ſtrongeſt Evidence of 
the moſt perfidious Mind: The others are 
often ſcar d at the piercing Groans of a 
ſingle Sufferer, but theſe muſt be ſuppoſed, 
according to their Scheme, hardned againſt 
the bleeding Convulſions of many King- 
doms and Nations: 'Thoſe can likewiſe 
ſpare a few undiſſembicd Smiles to their 
common Friends and Guardians, whilſt in 


ſome few of theſe no ſound Eſteem could be 


produced from the Favours of Heaven it 
ſelf, aud of the wiſeſt and mildeſt Sovereigns 
here on Earth. 

As ſuch Principles, where well review'd, 
may be thought to carry their own Anti- 


dote, I am perſuaded the Audience is 


beforehand with me in proteſting the ut- 
moſt Deteſtation : it may therefore ſuffice 
to cloſe with a ſerious Wiſh for the moſt 
united Zeal in ſhunning the Prejudices and 
Abuſes which give the leaſt Life to that 
lurking Infatuation which one ſhould think 
muſt be near expiring. 

None can oblige ſuch a Faction more, 
than by fomenting Differences; it being 
their noted Plan, Divide & Impera, that 
the Hereticks muſt be divided to gain the 
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if not interrupted would ſoon make the 
largeſt Current through the greateſt Banks. 
Strange it would be, if atter the moſt 


formidable Dangers did once in Time paſt * 


happily drive the Nation the more cloſely 
à together, as is obſervable of an arched 
Building, that the more Weight has laid 
upon it has been the more compact and 
firm, if after ſuch Union was then remark- 
ably bleſs'd with the Recovery of our Eſta- 
bliſhment, which was upon the Edge of 


Deſtruction ; if after there have been alſo 


under ſeveral Reigns ſince univerſal Accla- 
mations of united Joy often repeated in 
Confirmation of ſuch Bleſſing, Men ſhould 
ever flag in their Unanimity for the Sup- 
port thereof: Since tho the Work is not 
ſo hazardous, where there can be only a 
feeble Oppoſition ; nor undelightful, where 
Goodneſs it ſelf, and the moſt attractive 
Properties in governing, invite thereto ; yet 


will be always /arge and great, amidſt the. 


different Humours and Intereſts of Mankind, 
| the 


Bartoli Hiſt. L' Inghilterra; Pop. againſt Chri- 
ſtian. P. 183. Campanell. de Monarch. Hiſpan. c. 25; 
one great Source of publick Troubles amongſt the Athe— 
7167s, viz. We never think to unite for our common 
Defence.“ Demoſthen. Hippe. IV. 

d Prov. XVII. 14. 

Under the late Popiſh Reign. 

à Burnet's Hiſt. of His own Tiines, p. 716. 

o Neb. IV. 8. 
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(633 
the more Men are ſeparated in their Reſpects 
for the common Good, the more heavy muſt 
then the Work go forward, even under the 
beſt of Hands, in compleating our Happi- 
neſs. No leſs wondertul would be the 
Weakneſs of thofe who thro' a ſelfiſh Spirit 
care not what Heat they raiſe againſt the 
Government, thereby to ſerve ſome paultry 
Deſign of their own; as if by tearing up 
the Planks of a Veſſel they might ſave 
their own Cabin. It may indeed be thought 
that the Minds of thoſe who have long 
fed upon Calumny, might have been ſo 
glutted therewith, as to be glad to defiit 


from that which only recoils with the 


blackeſt Shame upon themſelves, for being 
ſo infamous in clogging the Wheels of the 
moſt eligible Adminiſtration, to re-open ſome 
Avenues for the moſt miſchievous Aſſaults: 
No wiſe Subjects that conſider how many 
ſecret Springs and Obſtacles there may be 
to retard the ripening the moſt important 
Aﬀairs, will eagerly precipitate Meaſures 
before they are brought to Maturity; but, 
as in another Caſe, * He that belicceth will 
not make Haſie ; ſuch being fatisfy'd, that 
thoſe, who have ſignalizd their moſt un- 
moveable Attachment to our publick Settle- 
ment, would not by unneceſlary Delays 
have kept back an Accommodation to give 
the Enemy the longer Play againſt us, they 


will not encourage a petulant Humour, that 
is 
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is impatient to diſcharge its Shot into the 
Croud, not minding who they hit; reſting 
aſſured under God, that thoſe Things which 
may ſeem to a. cenſorious Eye to be a 
confuſed Heap, may ſoon be raiſed into the 
moſt beautiful Structure. 
But were our Zeal never ſo general and 
ſtrong for the Flouriſh of a Nation with 
Regard to this Life, yet if it ſhrinks and 
decays with Reſpect to Divine Things ; if 
we drop our quarreliing with one another, 
and every Degree of Animoſity towards the 
Publick, yea, ſhould ever be ſo happy as 
to be at Peace with all the World, yet if 
we do not ceaſe to fight againſt our inh- 
nitely great and good God, we ſhall be in 
the worſt State and War ftiil: If the 
3luſter and Noiſe of Parties ſhould only 
ferve to drown the gentle Whiſpers of 
Grace ; if whilſt we bask in the Shine of 
Proſperity, we are wanton againſt our Foun- 
der; who may not be concern'd, leaſt the 
ſame Hand, which after the opening the 
moſt joyful Proſpect, has more than once 
eclipſed the whole, ſhould in the Phraſe of 
the Prophet *, which God forbid, make our 
Sum to go down at Noon, and darken the 
Earth in a clear Day. The various Inter- 
changes of divine Favour and Fury, which 
the ſacred Writings abound with, ſuffi— 
ciently manifeſt, that we can have no Se- 
eurity upon other Terms than as (2 Chron. 
XV. 
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XV. 2.) the Lord is with you hit yon 
are with him, and if ye ſeek him he will |} 
be found of you, but if ye forſake him he 
will forſake you ; and the Divine Authority 
puts it out of Doubt, that tis Righreouſ- 
neſs which exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a 
Reproach, or according to the Hriac and 
LXX, is a Diminution, to any People ; or 
as elſewhere * may be interpreted Dn 'tis 
inconſiſtent with the Hopes of Mercy: a 
Truth which the unenlightened Heathen 
were yet ſo well apprized of, that a Pu- 
tarch could proclaim the Fear of a Deity to 
be © the Cement of all Society“; and lays 
down for the moſt obſervable Maxim, that 
* a People may make a Shift to ſubſiſt 
* without Walls, without 'Theatres, or even 
* without Money it ſelf, but not without 
Religion“: and a Tully does own, that 
the © Reman Nation was higheſt, as to its 
* Name and Greatneſs, when it was ſo as 
© to its Vertu. G . Whoever in 
ſhort lay to Heart the Neceſſity of a more 
real and extended Piety for the peculiar 
Smiles of Heaven in the long Proſperity of 
the preſent Reign, and the Support of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, to promote our nni- 
verſal and laſting Welfare here, but above 
all 
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56 ) RY 
fa porting Hope whe 
5 and Gaiety. of this World TR 
Ataws, ſuch: cannot but as earneffly pant 
And gaſp after the Influence g the 
brighteſt Reformation, as : they woüld for 
their Breath, that Righteouſneſs and, Heace 
may dwell in our Land, and no annoying 
Ferrors may ever approach to hurt us; 
Which God of his infinite Mercy give us 
the moſt ſerious and;ſucceſsful T houghts of 
_ 122 Chriſt. 
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